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 Manduessedum - Mancetter Village (Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council

 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter,
held on Tuesday 29th November 2022 at the Schoolroom
of St Peter’s Church Mancetter,
commencing at 7pm.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann, Mrs N Wallis.
County Councillor
Mrs M Bell.
Borough Councillor
            Mr A Clews.
Parish Clerk

            Mrs E Higgins.
Assistant Clerk Finance       Mrs K Meads (From Item 11)
Item 1 - Welcome and Apologies
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7pm.
Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Mrs S Dore due to illness and Borough Councillor Mrs D

Clews. These apologies were accepted.
Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.

There was no recording of the meeting.

Item 3 – Notice of Interest.
Three councillors declared non-pecuniary interests in the following agenda items: 
Trevor Hopkins 12c and 13b
Glynis Forknall 12c

Peter Mann 13d
Item 4 – Public Question Time.
There were no members of the public in attendance.
Item 5 – Minutes of the last meeting.
The draft minutes from the 27th September 2022 were proposed by Harry Blackburn seconded by Sue Healy and therefore formally signed by the chairman as a true record of proceedings.

Item 6 – Matters arising from the previous minutes / Issues not covered in any other agenda points.
a) Update on Green Shoots Funding
An acknowledgement email has been sent to the parish council stating that the outcome of the funding bids should be known in December 2022. Priority processing is being given to applications from North Warwickshire, due to the low number of applications received in the previous round.
b) Potential Allotment Sites
Councillor Healy has spoken with Angela Coates at the Borough Council to see if any options may be available for placing raised beds at the former garages site in Manor Road. 
Angela has agreed to look into the site and respond to the council’s request. 
Borough Councillor Denise Clews is still awaiting feedback concerning plans for the former allotments in Mancetter situated to the rear of the Blue Boar. It is thought that the land may be earmarked for a development proposal.
c) A5 Consultation briefing
Mr H Blackburn attended the local public briefing held at the Owen Street Arts Centre on 28th September regarding the A5 Dordon to Atherstone National Highways Plan. 
The proposal will not address the problem concerning high volumes of traffic, as the new housing identified within the Local Plan will mean that the new road layout will already be at capacity. With traffic converging onto the existing albeit widened roundabout at Holly Lane. There is a plan being considered to divert the A444 to the other side of the Redgate and join the Weddington and Caldecote developments with a new island on the A5.
d) Atherstone Surgery Patient Participation Group
Gill Davies, Chair of the patient participation group at Atherstone Surgery, sent an invitation for a representative from the parish council to join these bi-monthly meetings held on a Monday evening. 

The next meeting is being held on 12th December. Councillors Dore, Healy and Wallis have all expressed an interest in attending. The Clerk will pass on this information to the Chair of the group.

e) Bridleway Diversion AE109X
Legal confirmation of the Public Footpath Diversion Order for the above listed Bridleway has been officially received. 

f) Designs and Positions for new Village Signs.
Charity auctions of the Platinum Jubilee Shields were held in September in both Ridge Lane and Mancetter. 

At both venues, options for the village signs were put on display. In Ridge Lane there was unanimous support for the Pit wheel painted as a tribute to the mining heritage of the village.
Mancetter residents felt that a representation of a Roman centurion or chariot was appropriate, given the links to Boudicca and the last battle of the Iceni. The Roman Mancetter Heritage Centre is situated at the centre of the village within St Peter’s Church Mancetter. 
The new signs can replace the existing ones and the Parish Council are willing to help with funding. 
Nuneaton Signs have been excellent when dealing with the Memorial Avenue signage within Mancetter Cemetery. Where possible, using local contractors has always been a preference of the council as it supports the local economy. Information on the signage artwork will be sent through to Graham Stanley.
Items 7 – Speed Signage deals and implications of Woodford Lane traffic issues

The Parish Council know that Parishioners are concerned about the volume and speed of traffic, especially heavy goods vehicles passing through our villages. The physical size of the lorries has increased as well as the frequency.  Changes to the Woodford Lane Junction will only add to the issues. Road repair methods have caused some drainage problems within the parish. There needs to be a run off for the rainwater otherwise pools form across the already muddy rural lanes.
There are options available to try to make drivers more aware of the speed limit and councillors would like to be able to contribute towards managing these. Lamp post locations for additional signage brackets will be clarified, and there has been some consideration towards installing a raised crossing with dragons’ teeth built out into the road as you enter the 30mph speed limit in the village.
Item 8– Update from Police, County and Borough Councillors.
There was no Police report or attendance at this meeting.
County Council
Margaret Bell updated the council on a pilot scheme planned for Mancetter Parish and Atherstone South. The aim is for a cross community working group led by the County Council, to look at tackling the high levels of deprivation within the area, with a particular focus on actions for housing, skills and education. 
This is linked to the nationwide levelling up agenda. Our parish was below average in 6 of the 7 areas identified within their spider graph.
Cost of living grants are available to apply for, as well as a health grant through Warwickshire North Place, a partnership formed to tackle a wide range of health needs.
Margaret is meeting with County Highways with the aim of getting contact between the new locality manager and each of the parish councils that she represents.
Borough Council

Tony Clews fed back that an initial approach to NWBC for development at the former Purley Chase golf club site within the parish had been refused. 
The application for Canal Cottage in Quarry Lane was being recommended to go before the planning and development board due to the proposed size of the dwelling in open countryside.
There is no further information from the planning inspectorate regarding the Kirby Glebe Traveller site.

Land has been acquired on the site next door and the size of the development continues to increase.

Item 9 – Ridge Lane Chapel and Community Room
A zoom meeting took place with Roger Taylor on 25th October through the WALC legal surgery.
He confirmed that the council could not offer financial support directly to the Methodist Circuit, even if it was towards helping to refurbish this important community space within Ridge Lane village.

At a meeting with the Methodist Minister, it was agreed to monitor the financial situation, as both parties have a mutual goal of safeguarding the Chapel and Community Room for future generations.
Item 10- Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting.

a. Update on Enforcement Issues
The Kirby Glebe planning appeal was discussed as part of the Borough Council feedback.
b. Approved and Pending Applications
Work on the conversion of Wathen Grange school is due to begin soon. 

There are a number of pre-conditions that need to be met, and the parish council would like to ensure that these are fully complied with; particularly in relation to walking and traffic management within the centre of Mancetter village.
c. New Applications
Councillor Blackburn will look to attend the planning and development board meeting when Canal Cottage is discussed. Concerns over the road access to Cherry Blossom Barn were raised again during the meeting.
Item 11 – Staff, Councillor and Contractor Requirements
The council looked at how it manages its statutory requirements through the employment of staff and the engagement of contractors. 
Both staffing roles were reviewed, and the backdated public sector pay award was approved.

A decision was taken by the majority of councillors, to defer the recruitment of a new assistant until after the handover of financial matters has been completed between the two clerks.

The parish council receives excellent feedback about the hard work of all three local contractors; who between them maintain St Peter’s churchyard, the village green, all cemetery areas – including the grass verges in front of the railings and along Mill Lane, Ridge Lane allotment communal areas, and the entrances to over 11 miles of rural pathways during the height of the growing season, which seems to get longer each year.
It was proposed by Glynis Forknall, seconded by Sue Healy and approved unanimously to renew the three existing contracts from April 2023 for a further two-year period.

All contractors had kept their tender prices the same which is a big help in these challenging times, and accounts for a large part of the parish council budget. 

From April, the council has decided to offer each contractor an additional fuel supplement in recognition of rising costs. 
· Councillors were asked to consider standing again to be part of the next term of office beginning in May 2023. There remains one vacancy on the parish council at present. 
Item 12- Finance
a) Two councillors signed the financial paperwork since the last meeting in accordance with Standing Orders and the Bank Mandate. 

b) With a new term of office beginning in May, it was agreed to defer any additional signatures to the bank mandate until after the election.

c) With the numbers on the waiting list for an allotment, it was felt that it may be prudent to increase the fees slightly to make it easier to allocate smaller plots when allotments become vacant. Therefore, it was proposed seconded and agreed unanimously, including those declaring an interest to increase from £14 for a full plot to £16 for full, £8 for half and £4 for a quarter plot.
d) The draft budget was examined and unanimously agreed to form the basis of the initial work on setting the parish council precept amount.

e) The current reserves were reviewed and the amount for gravedigging may be reallocated as part of the final budget and precept meeting.
f) It was agreed to defer the financial risk assessment review until the March meeting.
Item 13– Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish.
a) Some of the slabs and grave tablets in the garden of remembrance along Mill Lane are beginning to look uneven. The parish handyman can assist with levelling the slabs, but the deed holders have the ultimate responsibility to organise the levelling of a cremation tablet and liability for any damage can not rest with the council or contractors.
b) A couple of benches within the cemetery require some attention and the families will be contacted where possible. It was proposed by Glynis Forknall and seconded by Nicky Wallis to appoint JR Taylor at a cost of £490.00 to remove the excess spoil from the future cemetery field and use some of it to level up dips in the surface. 
c) It has been reported by a parishioner, that the branches of the rare tree on the village green in the summer are beginning to hang over the little part of the road in front of the cottages opposite. This may be an issue when the tree is in full leaf and will require a planning application as the tree is protected. The council will monitor the situation.

d) The cost of the cemetery signage was noted and approved.

e) The Rev Linda Mudd at St Peter’s will be contacted by the Parish Clerk to look into the process for consecrating the land within the future cemetery field.
Item 14 - Date of next meeting:  
Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 24th January 2023 7pm in the Schoolroom, St Peter’s Church Mancetter.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm
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